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GOODLATTE, MCCAUL DEMAND PRESIDENT OBAMA
RESPECT THE CONSTITUTION, ABANDON UNILATERAL
PLAN TO MOVE ON IMMIGRATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, Eep. Bob Goodlatte, E-Virgimua, chatrman of the Commuttes on the Judiciary,
and Eep. Michael McCaul, E-Texas, chaitman of the Committee on Homeland Secunty, demand President Barack
Obama abandon lus plan to bypass Congressional authority and move on imnmgration via executive order,

“Instead of proceeding with dl-adwised executive action, we wnplore you to work with Congress to enact legislation
to address our broken immigration systemn,” the Chairtnen said in a letter to President Obama. “We strongly urge yvou
to respect the Constitution and abandon any unconstitutional, umlateral execubive achions on mmmugration. Let's

secure the border, enforce our rnmmigration laws i the interior of the Tnited States, and build a broad consensus for
inrmigration reform. COtherwise, as the chairmen of the commuittees with oversight over border security and our
nation’ s inrigration laws, we will be forced to uge the tools afforded to Congress by the Constitution to stop wour
admimstration from successfully carrying out vour plan.”™

The signed letter to President Barack Obama iz avalable HEEE.
The text of the letter to President Barack Obama follows:

FPresident Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvama Ave., MW
Washington, T C 20500

Diear bdr. Fresident,

We join our fellow members of Congress i expressing our disappointment in your continued efforts to bypass
Congressional authority. The latest mdications that vou wall take executive action on immigration later this week are a
slap i the face to the Amencan people and the Constitution.

Eatlier this tmonth, the Amencan people rejected your policies yvou said were on the ballot and voted to change the
way W ashington operates. According to several recent polls, the Amencan people want you to reftain from acting
of Four own to change our tntmgration laws. They want you to abide by the Constitution and worle with the newly
elected Congress to address our nation’s greatest challenges, both domestically and mtemationally.

The Constitution 15 clear that 1t 15 Congress’ duty to write our laws and, once they are enacted, it 13 the president’s

responsibidity to enforce thern Sotmething as inportant as changing our ntmigration laws cannot be forced by
umnilateral action by the president. That’s not the way our system of government works.
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Inn the past, we have seen the surge in legal wnrmgration that comes when amnesty i3 promsed and the enforcement
of our inrnigration laws 18 ignored. With more than 11 million unlawhiol inrmigrants already in the Tited States, the
answer to our inrmigration crisis 15 not to myvite more legal mmigration. The answer is to secure the border and
enforce our immigration laws. Executive action will simply perpetiate and exacerbate a cycle of unlawfil entry into
the Tnited States. This was true under the 1986 amnesty, it has been true under the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arnivals program, and it has been true under your administration’s policy to not follow the tnmigration laws already
on the books.

Instead of proceeding with ill-adwized executive action, we mplore you to work with Congress to enact legislation to
addreszs our broken immigration system. We strongly urge you to respect the Constitution and abandon any
unconsttubional, umlateral executive actions on wmigration. Let’ s secure the border, enforce our wmigration laws in
the interior of the Thited States, and build a broad consensus for rmmigration reform. Otherwase, as the chairmen of
the comtruttees with owersight over border secunty and our nation’s wrmigration laws, we will be forced to use the
tools afforded to Congress by the Constitution to stop vour administration from successfully carrying out your plan.

sincerely,

Ifichael IdcCaul
Zhatrman
Housze Homeland Security Cormtnittes

Eob Goodlatte

Chatrmarn
House Tudiciary Committes
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